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gnislied ex-congressman" to "Weaver with the
proposition that, if he would announce himself
as an independent candidate for the vacancy
upon his own platform, they would not nomi-
nate a candidate against him. He might advo-
cate on the stump and in Congress just what he
had been advocating as an independent. The
only promise they required of him was that
when elected he should enter the Bepublican
Congressional caucus. This proposal was made
to Weaver at the Savery Hotel in Des Moines:
it was promptly declined with the statement
that if it ever seemed his duty to return to the
Eepublican party he would do it without
reward.

The same offer was again made to Weaver by
a "distinguished army comrade and was again
declined. The whole conversation between my-
self and these gentlemen would be illuminating.
. . . . The republican party .... had
adopted a prohibition platform and the leaders
were fearful of defeat. I received a telegram
on Saturday to''Come to Mount Pleasant, im-
portant'. I replied that I could not as I had an
appointment to speak in Missouri the next day
but would be at home at Bloomfield on Sabbath
and that the party could either see me there or
write. When I reached home I received a letter
requesting me to meet a very dear friend, an
ex-United States Senator at Albia at midnight